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RIGHT —Huge fuel and water tanks
et far forward on the Logghe chassis
as a deterrent to wheelistands. Coil
and shock suspension is mounted in
toomost holes on both sides, after
=zrly runs showed traction and wheel-
hop problems. Frame is painted
cnerry red to match. NEXT RIGHT —
owing down from 7.70 runs at over
185 mph takes more than dragging
your feet. Nicho/son chose Hurst-
Airheart disc brakes to do the job,
backed up by twin Simpson drag
chutes. Shock absorber behind brake
disc is connected to the wheelie bar,
which has also been relocated for
maximum traction. FAR RIGHT —
There are no more valves in a cam-
mer than an ordinary V8, but the

TLC needed to set the valves is some-
thing else again. Dyno uses a

ratchet and a dial indicator.
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LEFT —“Eliminator” (no more Roman numerals, thank you)
carries a red, white, and you-name-it psychedelic paint job by
Shedlik of Detroit, with lettering and filigree by Paul Hatton.
Among the signs of sponsorship on the car is “Enjoy Coca
Cola.” You'll be seeing Dyno and the Cougar on TV com-
mercials later in the year, and Don will be doing a
limited number of clinic-type appearances when his
second Cougar is finished. BELOW LEFT —In Pete Gates’
Warren, Mich., funny car shop, where Dyno is tem-
porarily headquartered, Nicholson makes a few
adjustments to the SOHCammer's complicated valve
train gear. Until such time as the tide of fuel racing
turns, Don will be running a blown nitro engine
' E Lo syl % with all the others, though he'd like to see a
e ) — g £ 448 % ‘B return to the use of alcohol. BELOW —Internals
7§ T A Voo of the 427 are all Mercury, except Crane cams
and valve train, Milodon support. External
goodies include Jardine headers, Pete
Robinson blower, Delta drive, Mallory
mag, Hilborns.
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LEFT —Don Nicholson is one of the most safety-
minded drivers on the circuit, having had a
few close calls in the past, so, among safety
features on the new Cougar is this Stahl-
Moroso shutoff, set at 9000. ABOVE —Another
of the safety features on the Cougar is the

N deep, wide oil pan, topped by a Milodon bottom

AN end support, to keep expensive pieces whole.
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ABOVE LEFT —Nicholson seems to be
evaluating the big differences be-
tween his blown engine and the port
injection setup he’s holding. ABOVE —
A closer look at the freehand artistry
of Hatton the striper..The Cougar
body by Fiberglass Trends has been
slightly modified in the wheel well
area, could prove to be much faster
than the bigger Comet shells. FAR
LEFT —Something different in funny
car instruments is the trans converter
pressure gage, which tells Don how
the C-6 is holding up under the
strain. Wood wheel puts Don behind
the eight ball. LEFT —Dyno pushes
against low-pressure Goodyear
11.75's to put chute pack in

place on Cougar bumper.
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RIGHT —The
was at Capitol R. _
Jim Liberman. Though the car was
clamored over by Eastern crowds,
one, then another transmission fai
during the evening, giving the r
to the opposition. Crew of 1
“Eliminator” includes Jim Campbe o
Pete Williams, and Paul Stefansky. G
who runs his own Mustang cammer. 4
These three, as well as Dyno Don,
thrashed like mad to get the trans
problem straightened out that night,
but lack of parts foiled them. Only a
few weeks later, the car was running
/.80’s consistently, with speeds of al-
most 190 mph, and had beaten some
of the older, hotter machines, in
match races and open competition.
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ABOVE —One of the few outward signs
that this cat has big claws is the
functional, contrasting hood scoop.

by Jim McCraw

“UJAY, DYNO, HOW’D you like to take

some time off from driving your
funny car to do us a favor?”’ we asked.
“What kind of favor did you have in
mind?” he asked. “Well, we’d like you to
drag test a street Cougar for us,” we
said. “Okay,” he said, ‘“sounds like it
might be fun.” And thus began another
chapter in the driving career of Dyno
Don Nicholson.

What we had in mind at the time was
a loaded XR-7 Cougar, replete with the
new Cobra Jet engine option, to see
what a luxury supercar could do at the
drags. As it turned out, the car, the drag
strip (Milan Dragway), and the driver
(Dyno Don) would all be in the same
neighborhood at the same time, so we
put them all together.

The test car (full name Cougar XR-7
GT Cobra Jet) was really decked out.
Aside from the space age cockpit styling,
with its overhead control panel, walnut
dash with toggle switches, and a close

photography: Leslie Lovett

imitation of leather upholstery, it carried
power disc brakes, power steering, push-
button radio with rear speaker, and
heavy duty suspension components
(coils front, leaf springs rear). The tires
on this car were Goodyear F70-14 Poly-
glas fiberglass belted tires, wrapped
around four Cragar GT mags. The cus-
tom gold-leaf lettering was executed by
Detroit’s Paul Hatton,the same man who
did the psychedelic striping on Nichol-
son’s Cougar funny car.

Under the functionally scooped hood
was the 335 (?) horsepower 428 Cobra Jet
engine, running 10.5:1 compression, a
single Holley 735 c¢fm carb with the trick
air cleaner that goes for itself, and a
strong hydraulic cam with 1.73:1 rocker
arms. The transmission used was the
consistomatic Ford C-6 snapshifter,
driving through limited-slip 3.9 gears.

To sum the Cougar XR-7 up in a word
or two isn’t hard at all. There are plenty
of reliable adjectives, such as sexy, sleek,
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