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RIGHT —Huge fuel and water tanks
et far forward on the Logghe chassis
as a deterrent to wheelistands. Coil
and shock suspension is mounted in
toomost holes on both sides, after
=zrly runs showed traction and wheel-
hop problems. Frame is painted
cnerry red to match. NEXT RIGHT —
owing down from 7.70 runs at over
185 mph takes more than dragging
your feet. Nicho/son chose Hurst-
Airheart disc brakes to do the job,
backed up by twin Simpson drag
chutes. Shock absorber behind brake
disc is connected to the wheelie bar,
which has also been relocated for
maximum traction. FAR RIGHT —
There are no more valves in a cam-
mer than an ordinary V8, but the

TLC needed to set the valves is some-
thing else again. Dyno uses a

ratchet and a dial indicator.
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LEFT —“Eliminator” (no more Roman numerals, thank you)
carries a red, white, and you-name-it psychedelic paint job by
Shedlik of Detroit, with lettering and filigree by Paul Hatton.
Among the signs of sponsorship on the car is “Enjoy Coca
Cola.” You'll be seeing Dyno and the Cougar on TV com-
mercials later in the year, and Don will be doing a
limited number of clinic-type appearances when his
second Cougar is finished. BELOW LEFT —In Pete Gates’
Warren, Mich., funny car shop, where Dyno is tem-
porarily headquartered, Nicholson makes a few
adjustments to the SOHCammer's complicated valve
train gear. Until such time as the tide of fuel racing
turns, Don will be running a blown nitro engine
' E Lo syl % with all the others, though he'd like to see a
e ) — g £ 448 % ‘B return to the use of alcohol. BELOW —Internals
7§ T A Voo of the 427 are all Mercury, except Crane cams
and valve train, Milodon support. External
goodies include Jardine headers, Pete
Robinson blower, Delta drive, Mallory
mag, Hilborns.

oSG o i

LEFT —Don Nicholson is one of the most safety-
minded drivers on the circuit, having had a
few close calls in the past, so, among safety
features on the new Cougar is this Stahl-
Moroso shutoff, set at 9000. ABOVE —Another
of the safety features on the Cougar is the

N deep, wide oil pan, topped by a Milodon bottom

AN end support, to keep expensive pieces whole.

AUGUST 1968 35




ABOVE LEFT —Nicholson seems to be
evaluating the big differences be-
tween his blown engine and the port
injection setup he’s holding. ABOVE —
A closer look at the freehand artistry
of Hatton the striper..The Cougar
body by Fiberglass Trends has been
slightly modified in the wheel well
area, could prove to be much faster
than the bigger Comet shells. FAR
LEFT —Something different in funny
car instruments is the trans converter
pressure gage, which tells Don how
the C-6 is holding up under the
strain. Wood wheel puts Don behind
the eight ball. LEFT —Dyno pushes
against low-pressure Goodyear
11.75's to put chute pack in

place on Cougar bumper.

- I r

RIGHT —The
was at Capitol R. _
Jim Liberman. Though the car was
clamored over by Eastern crowds,
one, then another transmission fai
during the evening, giving the r
to the opposition. Crew of 1
“Eliminator” includes Jim Campbe o
Pete Williams, and Paul Stefansky. G
who runs his own Mustang cammer. 4
These three, as well as Dyno Don,
thrashed like mad to get the trans
problem straightened out that night,
but lack of parts foiled them. Only a
few weeks later, the car was running
/.80’s consistently, with speeds of al-
most 190 mph, and had beaten some
of the older, hotter machines, in
match races and open competition.
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ABOVE —One of the few outward signs
that this cat has big claws is the
functional, contrasting hood scoop.

by Jim McCraw

“UJAY, DYNO, HOW’D you like to take

some time off from driving your
funny car to do us a favor?”’ we asked.
“What kind of favor did you have in
mind?” he asked. “Well, we’d like you to
drag test a street Cougar for us,” we
said. “Okay,” he said, ‘“sounds like it
might be fun.” And thus began another
chapter in the driving career of Dyno
Don Nicholson.

What we had in mind at the time was
a loaded XR-7 Cougar, replete with the
new Cobra Jet engine option, to see
what a luxury supercar could do at the
drags. As it turned out, the car, the drag
strip (Milan Dragway), and the driver
(Dyno Don) would all be in the same
neighborhood at the same time, so we
put them all together.

The test car (full name Cougar XR-7
GT Cobra Jet) was really decked out.
Aside from the space age cockpit styling,
with its overhead control panel, walnut
dash with toggle switches, and a close

photography: Leslie Lovett

imitation of leather upholstery, it carried
power disc brakes, power steering, push-
button radio with rear speaker, and
heavy duty suspension components
(coils front, leaf springs rear). The tires
on this car were Goodyear F70-14 Poly-
glas fiberglass belted tires, wrapped
around four Cragar GT mags. The cus-
tom gold-leaf lettering was executed by
Detroit’s Paul Hatton,the same man who
did the psychedelic striping on Nichol-
son’s Cougar funny car.

Under the functionally scooped hood
was the 335 (?) horsepower 428 Cobra Jet
engine, running 10.5:1 compression, a
single Holley 735 c¢fm carb with the trick
air cleaner that goes for itself, and a
strong hydraulic cam with 1.73:1 rocker
arms. The transmission used was the
consistomatic Ford C-6 snapshifter,
driving through limited-slip 3.9 gears.

To sum the Cougar XR-7 up in a word
or two isn’t hard at all. There are plenty
of reliable adjectives, such as sexy, sleek,

SUPER STOCK MAGAZINE
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ABOVE —The black and gold Cougar, specially lettered by Hatton of Detroit, was a
looker from the word go. Special pieces included Cragar GT mag wheels, Goodyear
Polyglas tires in blackwall, and the complete CJ engine package. Don’s tricks made it fly.

lithe, brutal, smooth, slick, and on and
on, but we prefer “sexy” above all the
rest. The sight of it, in black and gold,
does things to you. You start thinking
how neat it would be to pull up in front
of a posh Manhattan club with your Cat
and have the car-parker doashort wheel-
le with it on the way to the garage. The
dash brings on dreams of Wendover,
Utah, and Land Speed Records; as you
accelerate to 600 mph, you check all the
instruments, speaking to vour crew by
radio. Fade to black and cut to a wide
overhead shot of the black banshee on
the ocean highway, on the way to JR’s
in Malibu; fade to black. . .

“You turn off here onto 23 South,” said
Dyno, snapping us out of a dream/com-
mercial we were hoping to finish before
we got to the strip. We and he were on
our way to Milan to wring the Cougar
out. It had already been decided to test
it the way it was, since earlier CJ ma-

chines had done so well in stock shape,
and because the weather was something
less than ideal for mechanical goings-on.
If we could get off a dozen runs before
it rained, we’d be happy.

While we set about the task of getting
the clocks set up and accurized, Don
Nicholson spun the Autolite BF 32 plugs
out and replaced them, which wasn’t the
easiest job in the eramped engine com-
partment, especially when you're used
to completely open engine rooms, as Don
is. Don strapped in for his first ride,
staged up, and brought back an unin-
spiring 14.08 et at 100.66 mph. It was
obvious to all who watched that first
gear had gone up in smoke.

Don told us he’d left the shift lever in
D, torqued against the brakes to 1000
rpm, and stood on it almost immediately,
which hadn’t worked too well. He then
backed the car well behind the line and
burned out half a dozen times to heat

the Polyglas tires a tad. This tactic was
worth about a tenth, as Don cranked out
a 13.96-102.04. After two more 13.96 et’s,
at 101.80 and 100.44, we began to think
we’'d already hit bottom.

Dyno jumped out for a quick consulta-
tion, saying he thought the car was too
light in the rear to really bite on the
slick, damp track. A few minutes, a floor
jack, and a toolbox later, the car weighed
3750 lb., 150 1b. over its empty weight.
Don immediately tried coming out on
the floorboard, but could only muster a
13.92-100.55. (Did we say only? Time was
when 14.4 at 95 was sensational).

The track was beginning to warm up
now, and the tires were finding traction
far out in first gear. Dyno tried a run
with manual shifting, moving the selec-
tor at 5400, getting the shift at about
5600. It was better, with a 13.87 at 101.46.
At this point, Nicholson removed the
weight, since he thought it more of a
penalty than a help, now that the tires
were grabbing the pavement.

Constant improvement is the name of
the game, and the Cougar didn’t stop at
13.87. The next pass down the quarter
showed 13.81 on the new-style Chrondek
readouts, at a speed of 101.91. And Dyno
Don had still another idea (without new
ideas, you don’t last long in Nicholson’s
business).He wanted to put some timing
business). He wanted to put some timing
in the distributor, so, without a timing
with a hammer, a little at a time, and
sald “That looks like about 4 degrees.”

Whether it was four degrees or not,
we’ll never know, but the car did react.
With hot tires and a new advance curve,
it went 13.78 at 102.15 mph, the best
speed of the day. Don admitted after-
wards that the car hadn’t been reacting
to banzai starting tactics, and he’d just
let it amble out of the gate on the run.
Another new trick to try next time.

We reassembled the crew in the tower
to read the clocks, and Dyno jumped into
the Cougar. But, instead of pulling to
the line, he whipped the car into an ex-
tremely tight turn in the staging area
and held the wheel to the lock, going
around and around, body arched over,

Continued on page /72

LEFT —Dyno Don jumped into his firesuit and heimet and then
into the Cougar’s posh driver's seat to get it on. Round dial faces,
complete instrumentation, and fine vinyl upholstery make a [ux-
urious surrounding for any kind of driving. Dyno dug the car.
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Hi-Performance & Custom
Auto Accessories
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tires squealing. Once he was set up, he
didn’t have to move the wheel at all. Then
the Cougar slowed, and Nicholson went
into the same maneuver in the opposite
direction. When he pulled to the line, he
was asked about it, said “If the tires
aren’t softened up now, they never will
be.” The Goodyears had gotten the heat
treatment, and never once showed signs
of rolling under the rim in the tight
turn.

Well, of course, it worked. In the big-
gest jump of the day thus far, the Mer-
cury lumbered out of the hole and was
off like a shot to an et of 13.67 at a speed
of 101.58. Don came right back, ran again
to a 13.65-101.91,

“With the traction as good as it is
now,” he told us “I should be able to put
it down all the way from now on.” And
so, he did, all the way down from a 1200
rpm line speed, letting the car make its
own shifts, The time on the run was
13.42 with a speed of 101.12. After three
consecutive runs in the 13.4 range, the
dyno man let one more secret happen.
He popped the hood and removed the top
half of the air box, the half that has the
valve in it. He said later that it should
have beenremoved right at the start, but
he wanted to see what could be done
with the engine intact. Without the box,
the 428 got all kinds of cool moist air and
went 13.23 at 103.39 mph.

After repeated efforts to lower elapsed
times just a little more, it was found
that the Cougar, the way it was set up,
was not for getting out of the 13.2 brack-
et. But the car had already dropped et’s
by .8 seconds in the hands of Dyno Don
Nicholson, who hadn’t even used a
wrench on the car (a hammer, yves, but
no wrenches). When acaris this sensitive
to slight modifications, it’s got to be a
winner. |

GOODFYEAR
DRAG TIRES

All sizes in stock-Overnight
delivery in most areas.

Racing.Tires & Speed Equip., Inc.
815 Hellam St Rt 30. Wrightswille. Pa 17368 717 - 255 7831
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BOX SCORE — MATCH RACE #4

Schartman vs. “Super Cuda”
Milan Dragway, Milan, Mich.

Super Cuda: 8.02-181 .....Won
Schartman: 8.49-171 ..... Lost

Schartman: 7.81-181.50..Won
Super Cuda: 7.99-179.97.Lost

Schartman: 7.73-184.48..Won

Super Cuda: 7.87-189.64 . ost
photos by Ted Robinson

ABOVE LEFT —The Taylor-
Collins 'Cuda, driven by Larry
Reyes, had one of its few
defeats at the hands of
Schartman at Milan, after
winning first round. The race
was one of Schartman’s last
wim the Comet, before chang-
Ing over to a Cougar body.

FAR LEFT —In the process of
taking the race two straight
after a first round loss, due to a
blown trans, Schartman set a
Milan Dragway, and a Michigan
record for funnies at 7.73. LEFT
—After 8.49 loss to Reyes in
Round One, Ed got busy

with the C-6 trans.

T
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BOX SCORE —MATCH RACE #5

Nicholson vs. “Doug’s

Headers”
Houston Drag Raceway, Houston, Tex.

Nicholson: 8.24-161.89 ...Won
Bourgeois; 10.51-153.84 . Lost
Nicholson: 8.66-153.55 ...Won

Bourgeois: Shut off........ Lost
. Bourgeois: 8.39-177.86 ...Won
‘ ; . Nicholson: Shut off........ Lost
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photos by Johnny Warren
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ABOVE —Dick Bourgeois tries to
think of a good reason for his
having to breathe nitro while Earl
Wade adjusts barrel valve on
injectors. The team got a win in
the final round over Dyno. FAR
RIGHT —The winner of two rounds
was Dyno Don, though his times
were quite a bit off the pace for
fuel funnies at 8.2 and 8.6. The
track was not as sticky as it might
have been. RIGHT —Bourgeois is
definitely out ahead on the last
run of the match, and stays

there as Nicholson had to shut
off power to keep everything

in one piece.
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VIATCH RACE VIADNESS
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BOX SCORE — MATCH RACE #1

Liberman vs. Nicholson
Capitol Raceway, Millersville, Md.

Liberman: 7.66-187.88....Won
Nicholson: 9.31-139.00. Broke

Liberman: ........... Rained Qut
Nicholson............ Rained Qut
Liberman: ........... Rained Out
Nicholson.:........... Rained Qut

photos by Leslie Lovett, Jim McCraw

ELIINATOR

TOP —In the only match of the long-awaited
race, “JJ” went a fantastic 7.66-187.88 to win
over “DD”, who was plagued with not one, but
two ailing transmissions. ABOVE LEFT —Jim’s
toolbox and Chrondek face seem to have the
same idea. ABOVE — Nicholson and Liberman,
with years of experience between them, can
talk on the same level, despite differences in
their ages and backgrounds. LEFT —It's Jungle
Jim’s practice to make the first of two or
three burnouts with his foot to the wood, to
heat the tires, check engine and transmission
response, and drive the fans wild.

BELOW —Crew of JJ's car goes

wild after 7.66 run.
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