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A newcomer in the funhy car ranks pulled the
upset of the season by downing the top match
race field in the nation with a 1965 Comet. Pete

Gates, from Wayne, Michigan, did the trick in
Don Nicholson's car of last year.

by Jim Edmunds ¢ It had to happen!
When more than 50 top rated funny
cars, over 39,000 spectators, and
three days of eliminations are
thrown into one big championship
meet, something wild had to come
out. Result —one of the most suc-
cessful S/S and funny car meets
ever held.

The meet was the Second Annual
Super Stock Nationals, sponsored
by Super Stock & Drag Illusz‘mz‘ed
Magazine. The site of this vear’s
meet was the all-new New York
National Speedway, and the dates
were August 5th, 6th, and 7th.

After last year’s meet drew 21,650
fans for one nlght, it was decided
that this year’s S/S Nationals would
be a three-day affair to satisfy the
racers and spectators alike.

- To guarantee a fine show all three
days, class eliminations were held
each day to allow everyone a better
chance to earn some bucks. This
called for some “engine life” tactics
by those that ran all three days of

class runoffs. It also had the ecrowd

betting on their choice in each class
every day.

In order to cope with the current
differences in funny cars, the staff
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at Super Stock Magazine came up
with six classes to be used at this
meet according to weight, type of
fuel, and whether a car is blown,
injected, or carbureted.

The classes ranged from the Un-
limited cars, (UL), where welghts
dipped below 2000 1bs. and blowers
were used, to the 3000 Gas Class,
(30G), for carbureted gas-burning
cars weighing 3000-1bs. up. In-be-
tween classes included; 2000-1b.
fuel, 2400-1b. fuel, 2700- lb fuel and
2700-1b, gas. Theqe classes were
established so that the majority of
today’s funny cars could run just
as they are, without changing
weight, fuel, ete. The classes met
with instant approval by all com-
petitors at the meet.

Friday’s class run-offs were a
sample of things to come the two
following days, as not all the com-
petitors had arrived, but action was
still of championship caliber.

There were only two cars in the
UL class so it was a money run be-
tween Doug Nash’s “Broneco” and
Bob  Larimore’s “Matchmaker.”
Nash grabbed a wheels-up lead out
of the gate, lifted slightly to bring
the wheels back to earth, and went
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ABOVE — Pete Gates, from Wayne, Michigan, took over the reins of the recently
acquired, ex-Nicholson, '65 Comet and proceeded to blast away the cream of the
nation’s funny car crop. Pete eliminated Seaton’s Shaker, Arnie Beswick, Don
Nicholson, Melvin Yow, and Ed Schartman in his quest for the pot of gold at the
end of the Super Stock Nationals rainbow. LEFT —Ed Schartman had low et of the
meet and also recorded the top time for an unblown car. Ed went 8.41-172.74 with
his '66 Comet. He lost on the final run to Gates for the “Mr. Super Eliminator” title.
BELOW LEFT —Last year's Heads Up winner, Bob Harrop, returned with the
ex-Ramchargers car, competed in the tough 27F class, lost to Gates.

by Jim Davis

Friday, August 5th . . . With many of the
top racers still trying to patch their en-
gines together from the previous week'’s
two big funny car events, (Cars Maga-
zine meet at Cecil County the previous
Saturday and the Drag News event at
Atco on Wednesday, August 3rd) compe-
tition was not as keen on Friday night
as it was to become later in the weekend.

But a strong field turned out, including
three of the four factory Mercury Comets.
Only Chrisman was absent, trying to
make blower repairs in time for
Sunday’s action.

Hard-luck man for Friday night was
Billy Lawton, driver of the Tasca Ford
Mustang, competing in the 24F class.
Billy had the best et in the class, turning
9.02-157.61 on his first-round run. The
next best time in the class was Len
Hughes' 9.36-147.34 in Jake's Speed
Shop Plymouth.

Unfortunately, Bill experienced some
problems and stopped to make repairs
in the pits. He didn't make it back to
the staging lanes in time for the second
round and was disqualified. Len Hughes
won the class over Shirl Greer’s
“Tension.”

Tom Sturm also showed up for class

runs on both Friday and Saturday. He
b Ao

Behind the Scenes at the
Super Stock Nationals...

was unable to return on Sunday because
of a previously arranged match race.
Tom ran well, setting the second best
et by a Chevy on his losing run to Tasca
Ford. Tom went 9.44-146.34, bested
only by Pete Seaton’s 9.36-151.25.

Pete Gates gave notice on Friday night
that he would be one of the men to beat
in Sunday’s “Mr. Super Eliminator” run-
off. Pete went 9.07-150.25 in his 65
Comet. Pete's car is the same Comet
that “Dyno” Don Nicholson campaigned
so successfully last season. Pete is
using an Art Carr 2-speed automatic
transmission behind his 427 cubic inch
OHC engine.

It is interesting to note that all of the
fantastic times and speeds that were
turned at the Super Stock Nationals
were achieved without the use of rosin or
any liquid traction aids. The only trac-
tion aids permitted were of the paint-on

applied in the pits or in the staging area.
Approximately 50-ft. behind the starting
line was another line with a sign warn-
ing not to use any traction aids past
that point. The racers were allowed 1c
come to the starting line and make one
burn-through. As each car approachec
the line, the starter displayed a sign
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ABOVE — Ed Schartman downs Don
Gay in the first round of “Mr. Super
Eliminator,” 841 —172.74 to
8.62-167.28, in a very close

race. RIGHT —Plenty of action in the
pits. Arnie Beswick works on his
colorful Pontiac in the foreground.
In the back can be seen Sox &
Martin; Ed Schartman. BELOW —
Dick Landy packs the chute on his
- Dodge Dart. BELOW RIGHT —
Maicolm Durham was on hand with
his Corvair, made one run in the
mid-nines and retired with
mechanical problems. OPPOSITE
PAGE TOP —Jack Chrisman made
one run with his Comet, ran off end
of strip when chute failed to
blossom. Jack got out ok but car
burned and was a total loss, (see
inset). BELOW — Bill Jenkins won
“Mr. Stock Eliminator” with his
Chevy ll. FAR RIGHT — Ed
Schartman, left, talks to Pete Gates
just prior to their final run for

“Mr. Super Eliminator.”







